The  Devil's Charter by Fitzpatrick, Tim
Play: The Devil’s Charter  Author:  Barnabe Barnes 
 
Text used: ed. Jim C Pogue, Garland, NY and London, 1980 Library ref:    
 
Key: enter from within    enter from without 
 exit inwards    Exit outwards 
 
act/sc door 
IN 
Entering 
characters 
door 
OUT 
Space-time indication 
 
Commentary  
and notes 
I.o  Prologus    
  Prologus    
  Guicchiardine    
  Roderigo 2 Cardinals 
  ‘Tents’ possibly uc behind curtain? 
  2 Cardinals   beareth away: outwards. 
  Moncke  To whome from an other place a 
Moncke 
 
 T 4 divills    
 T 4 divills    
  Alexander 
(=Roderigo) 
   
  Guicchiardine    
I.i  Charles, 
Monpanseir 
Soldiers 
  MARKED congestion, but only one exiter, and covered by offstage 
effects and staggered entrance. 
  Lodowike Balbiano 
  Charles and army invading, met by 
local potentate. 
  Messenger    
  Monpanseir 
Soldiers 
  Two parties going to different 
outwards destinations... 
  Charles 
Lodowike 
  ...yet clearly exit via same door. 
I.ii  2 Gentlemen   Coming outwards to fix their papers to the statue of Pasquino. Perhaps it 
is discovered behind central 
concealment space curtain. 
  2 Gentlemen    
I.iii  Gismond 
Barbarossa  
and after him Barbarossa Second enterer speaks first. 
  Gismond 
Barbarossa 
  Gismond on his way to Duke of 
Candy, requests Barbarossa’s 
company. 
I.iv  Alexander  in his study Study set behind inwards door; first discovered, then comes out 
(bringing ‘study’ with him) onto the 
stage. 
  Candy 
Caesar  
 Calls offstage to Barnardo to send 
in Candy and Caesar 
  Barnardo   Announcing arrival of ambassadors. 
  Barnardo    
  Candy    
  Alexander    
  Caesar   Caesar’s final line after Alexander’s 
exit provides alternation pattern 
with next scene. 
I.v  Lucretia  alone in her night gowne untired, bringing in a chaire... 
 
  Gismond  Enter Gismond di Viselli untrussed in his Night-cap, tying his points. 
 
  Lucretia    
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  Barbarossa 
Servingman  
  
  Servingman   Looking for Gismond in the garden 
or galleries. 
  Servingman    
  Servingman    
  Lucretia Moticilla 
Servingman 
  Returns from chamber. 
  Lucretia 
Moticilla 
Servingman 
Gismond 
  Bringing in the body. 
  Barbarossa   Outwards to report news of death 
II.o  Guicchiardine    
  Guicchiardine    
II.i  Alexander Caesar 
Caraffa 
Barnardo 
Piccolomini 
Castilian 
Gasper 
Etc. 
   
  Piccolomini    
  Gasper    
  Piccolomini 
Gasper  
  
  Alexander 
Caesar 
Caraffa 
Barnardo 
Piccolomini 
Castilian 
Gasper 
Etc. 
   
  Charles 
Cardinal 
Ascanio 
Lodowicke 
Mompanseir 
Soldiers 
   
 
G 
Piccolomini    
 G Piccolomini    
 
G 
Alexander 
Caesar 
Caraffa 
Cardinals 
Candy 
Piccolomini 
Gasper 
   
 G Alexander 
Caesar 
Caraffa 
Cardinals 
Candy 
Piccolomini 
Gasper 
  Leave walls (‘a little skirmish 
within’) 
 
G 
Alexander 
Caesar 
Caraffa 
Cardinals 
  ‘upon the walls as before’ 
3 
Candy 
Piccolomini 
Gasper 
 G Alexander 
Caesar 
Caraffa 
Cardinals 
Candy 
Piccolomini 
Gasper 
 ALEX. We will regreete your presence 
presently. 
 
  Charles 
Cardinal 
Ascanio 
Lodowicke 
Mompanseir 
Soldiers 
  Exit outwards 
II.ii  Charles 
Cardinal 
Ascanio 
Lodowicke 
Mompanseir 
Soldiers 
  MINIMAL congestion: Drums and trumpets 
  Alexander Caesar 
Caraffa 
Cardinals 
Candy 
Piccolomini 
Gasper 
   
  Alexander 
Caesar 
Caraffa 
Cardinals 
Candy 
Piccolomini 
Gasper 
Charles 
Cardinal 
Ascanio 
Lodowicke 
Mompanseir 
Soldiers 
   
III.o  Guicchiardine    
  Guicchiardine    
III.i  Astor  
Phillippo  
  
  Barnardo   Brings greetings from Alexander. 
  Barnardo    
III.[ii
] G 
Alexander   Not a scene-break 
  Astor 
Phillippo 
  Goes off to Mass 
 G Alexander    
III.iii  Caesar Frescobaldy 
   
  Caesar    
  Frescobaldy    
III.iv  Candy 
Barbarossa  
 MINIMAL congestion. Location is 
Lucretia’s house, they arrive to talk 
to her. 
  Barbarossa    
  Lucretia    
4 
Barbarossa 
  Barbarossa    
  Lucretia 
Candy 
  Inwards for further discussion 
(1570) 
III.v  Frescobaldy    
  Baglioni    
  Baglioni    
  Page 
Candy 
Caesar 
   
  Page    
 T? Candy    
 T? Frescobaldy    
  Caesar    
IV.o  Guicchiardine    
  Guicchiardine    
IV.i  Alexander  Alexander in his studie beholding a Magicall glase with other 
observations. (1841)  
Alexander commeth upon the Stage out 
of his study with a booke in his hand. 
(1851) 
 
  Barnardo    
  Barnardo    
 T Devil  ascend a Devil like a King  
 T Devil  The divell descendeth   
 T Devil  ascends another all in armor.  
  Devil  He goeth to one door of the stage,   
  Devil 
Candy 
Caesar 
 from whence he bringeth the Ghost of Candie gastly haunted by Caesar 
persuing and stabing it,  
 
  Candy 
Caesar 
 these vanish in at another doore.  
  Devil    
  Devil 
Gismond 
Lucretia 
 He bringeth from the same doore Gismond Viselli, his wounds gaping 
and after him Lucrece undrest, 
holding a dagger fix’t in his bleeding 
bosome:  
 
  Gismond 
Lucretia 
 they vanish. Same pattern as preceding? 
 T Devil  Devill descendeth with thunder  
  Barnardo    
  Barnardo   To apothecary 
  Alexander  Exit Alexander into the studie.  
IV.ii  Caesar 
Caraffa 
Bentivoli 
   
  Alexander  Enter Alexander out of the studie.  
  Caraffa 
Bentivoli 
  Alexander wants to talk to Caesar 
in private 
  Barnardo    
  Barnardo    
  Caraffa 
Bentivoli  
  
  Alexander 
Caesar 
Caraffa 
Bentivoli 
   
IV.iii  Lucretia   MINIMAL congestion: one enterer. 
  Motticilla    
  Pages    
5 
  Pages 
Motticilla 
   
  Motticilla    
  Motticilla    
  Servant 
Physician 
Motticilla 
   
  Physician   Taking news to Alexander. 
  Servant 
Motticilla 
Lucretia 
  Bearing in the body 
IV.iv  Caesar 
Barbarossa 
Soldiers 
  MINIMAL congestion by staggered exit: outwards door cleared first; 
also drums and trumpets. 
 
G 
Katherine 
Julio 
Ensign 
Soldiers 
 Enter upon the walles Countess 
Katherine, Julio Sforza, Ensigne, 
souldiers, Drummes, Trumpets. 
 
  Barbarossa    
  Barbarossa 
2 Boys  
Barbarossa bringeth from Caesars Tent 
hir two boyes. 
Caesar’s tent at outwards door 
(curtains in doorway?). 
  Barbarossa 
2 Boys 
 Exeunt with the boyes.  
  Barbarossa    
 G Katherine 
Julio 
Ensign 
Caesar 
Barbarossa 
Soldiers 
 A charge with a peale of Ordinance: 
Caesar after two retreates entreth by 
scalado, her Ensigne-bearer slaine: 
Katherin recovereth the Ensigne, & 
fighteth with it in her hand. Heere she 
sheweth excellent magnanimity. 
Caesar the third time repulsed, at 
length entreth by scalado, surpriseth 
her,  
This is an all-out assault on the 
tiring-house. Ladders give those on 
stage access, and fighting takes 
place in the gallery. Finally they are 
all in the gallery, and Caesar is 
victorious. They exit the gallery... 
  Katherine Julio 
Caesar 
Barbarossa 
Soldiers 
 bringeth her downe with some 
prisoners. Sound Drums and 
Trumpets. 
...and reappear via the inwards door 
(this hiatus covered by sound 
effects. 
  2 Boys  He discovereth his Tent where her two sonnes were at cardes. 
 
  Barbarossa 
Soldiers 
  To take charge of the town. 
  Caesar 
Katherine 
2 Boys 
Ensignes 
Soldiers 
  The march off towards Capua. 
IV.v  Alexander  Enter Alexander out of his studie.  
  Barnardo    
  Alexander  Exit Alexander into his study.  
  Astor 
Phillippo  
Enter Astor and Phillippo in their wast-
cotes with rackets. 
 
  Barnardo    
  Barnardo    
  2 Barbers    
  Barnardo    
  Barnardo   Musicians in gallery? 
  2 Barbers    
  Barnardo   To deliver letters 
  Alexander  Alexander upon the stage in his cassock and nightcap with a box under each 
arme. 
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  Alexander    
  Barnardo    
  Caraffa 
Bentivoli  
  
  Barnardo 
Astor 
Phillippo 
   
  Caraffa 
Bentivoli 
   
V.o  Guicchiardine    
  Guicchiardine    
V.i  Caesar 
Ensigns 
Soldiers 
Barbarossa 
Caraffa 
Bentivoli 
Bagioni 
 Enter Caesar after a florish of trumpets with Drums... 
 
  Barbarossa   dismissed 
  Soldiers 
Ensigns 
   
  Bentivoli 
Caraffa 
   
  Caesar    
  Baglioni    
V.ii  Barnardo   MINIMAL congestion 
  Rotsi  He knocketh at a dore.  
  Baglioni  Enter Baglioni with his peece.  
  Barnardo  They goe forth two severall wayes and 
Rotsi is shot by Baglioni. 
Bernardo returns outwards to 
deliver the bottles, and as Rotsi 
returns inwards he is shot by 
Baglioni. 
  Baglioni 
Rotsi 
 He draweth in Rotsi by the heeles 
groning. 
 
V.iii  Alexander Caesar 
   
  Alexander 
Caesar 
   
V.iv  Bernardo 
Bottleman  
  
  Alexander Cornetto 
Caesar 
Barbarossa 
Modina 
Bentivoli 
Caraffa 
   
  
 
Devil    
  Cornetto 
Modina 
   
  Alexander    
  Bentivoli    
  Alexander    
  Alexander 
Caesar 
Barbarossa 
Caraffa 
   
V.v  Astaroth 
Belchar 
Varca 
  Only one door needed, but other door and trap could also be used. 
  Astaroth    
7 
Belchar 
Varca 
  Alexander 2 Cardinals 
Groome 
 Alexander unbraced betwixt two 
Cardinalls in his study looking upon a 
booke, whilst a groome draweth the 
Curtaine. 
 
  2 Cardinals 
Groome 
 They place him in a chayre upon the 
stage, a groome setteth a Table before 
him. 
‘Study’ is brought out onto the 
stage, others then exit. Editor 
suggests Groom closes curtain of 
study before exiting, to set next 
effect. 
  1 Devil  Alexander draweth the Curtaine of his studie where hee discovereth the divill 
sitting in his pontificals... 
Presumably devil then comes out 
onto the stage. 
  Lucretia Candy 
   
  Lucretia 
Candy 
   
  2 Devil  Enter a Divill like a Poast.  
  1 Devil    
  Devils    
  Devils  the divells thrust him downe and goe 
Triumphing. 
Alexander knocked down, not into 
trap; his body is still on stage at 
3594 
  Cardinals 
Bentivoli 
   
  Cardinals 
Bentivoli 
Alexander 
  Conveying body to St Peter’s 
  Guicchiardine    
  Guicchiardine    
  Epilogus    
  Epilogus    
      
 
 
